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In the Name
ame of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful!
May Allah’s Salutations and Peace be Upon the Noble Prophet and His H
Household.
Before our commentary disc
discussion, I would, like always, want us to look at a
passage from Khutbat as--Sha’abaniya (Sha’abaniya
Sha’abaniya sermon) and briefly discuss the
lessons therein. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) says:
"Hunger and thirst of this fast should remind you of the hunger
and thirst of the Day of Resurrection. Treat your elders with
respect and your children with kind
kindness.. Give charity to the poor
and destitute.”
The Holy
oly Prophet having mentioned some advantages of the month of Ramadan in
the previous paragraph, went on to discuss the need to engage oneself in some
exercises which involve "the mind", "behavioural changes"" and "forecasting
"
into,
and planning for the future
future".
". This is to help one derive the full benefit of the month.
In respect of the mind, we are expected to let the thirst and hunger we endure in the
month of Ramadan keep our minds
mind in constant remembrance of the Day of
Judgment; and as a foreboding of the intensity of hunger and thirst of that day when
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a mother shall not her own child recognise. This is a kind of mental exercise which
demands of us to think about what becomes of us after our sojourn here on earth is
completed. The month of Ramadan also imbues in us the required discipline for us
to pay more attention to some of our habits. Every day, we meet and interact with
people who may be older or younger than us. In this month we are required to be
more careful in our dealings with people. We must treat the elderly with respect and
consideration; and the young, with kindness. This certainly is an exercise in
behavioural change. The last sentence: “Give alms to the poor and destitute” is a
reminder to us of our obligation towards the needy in our communities.
This statement “Give alms to the poor and destitute” is the preamble for today’s
commentary. As you are aware, there are many discussions on charity in the
Qur’an. Perhaps the part that discusses the subject matter comprehensively is Surat
al-Baqarah, especially the following verses.
ﺍﻟﺮ ِﺣ ِﻴﻢ
ﺍﻟﺮ ْﺣ َﻤ ِﻦ ﱠ
ﺑِﺴ ِْﻢ ﱠ ِ ﱠ
ْ ﺳ ِﺒﻴ ِﻞ ﱠ ِ َﻛ َﻤﺜ َ ِﻞ َﺣﺒﱠ ٍﺔ ﺃ َ ْﻧﺒَﺘ
ﻒ ِﻟ َﻤ ْﻦ
ُ ﺳﻨَﺎﺑِ َﻞ ِﻓﻲ ُﻛ ِّﻞ
ُ ﻀﺎ ِﻋ
َ ُﺳ ْﻨﺒُﻠَ ٍﺔ ِﻣﺎﺋَﺔُ َﺣﺒﱠ ٍﺔ َﻭ ﱠ ُ ﻳ
َ ﺳ ْﺒ َﻊ
َ َﺖ
َ َﻣﺜ َ ُﻞ ﺍﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦَ ﻳُ ْﻨ ِﻔﻘُﻮﻥَ ﺃ َ ْﻣ َﻮﺍﻟَ ُﻬ ْﻢ ﻓِﻲ
ﺎ َﻭ َﻻ ﺃَﺫًﻯ ﻟَ ُﻬ ْﻢ ﺃَﺟ ُْﺮ ُﻫ ْﻢ8ﺳ ِﺒﻴ ِﻞ ﱠ ِ ﺛ ُ ﱠﻢ َﻻ ﻳُﺘْ ِﺒﻌُﻮﻥَ َﻣﺎ ﺃ َ ْﻧﻔَﻘُﻮﺍ َﻣﻨ
َ ( ﺍﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦَ ﻳُ ْﻨ ِﻔﻘُﻮﻥَ ﺃ َ ْﻣ َﻮﺍﻟَ ُﻬ ْﻢ ﻓِﻲ261) ﻋ ِﻠﻴ ٌﻢ
َ ﻳَﺸَﺎ ُء َﻭ ﱠ ُ َﻭﺍ ِﺳ ٌﻊ
َ ُ ﺻﺪَﻗَ ٍﺔ ﻳَﺘْﺒَﻌُ َﻬﺎ ﺃَﺫًﻯ َﻭ ﱠ
ﻲ
ٌ ( ﻗَ ْﻮ ٌﻝ َﻣ ْﻌ ُﺮ262) َﻋﻠَ ْﻴ ِﻬ ْﻢ َﻭ َﻻ ُﻫ ْﻢ ﻳَ ْﺤﺰَ ﻧُﻮﻥ
ٌ ِﻋ ْﻨﺪَ َﺭ ِﺑّ ِﻬ ْﻢ َﻭ َﻻ ﺧ َْﻮ
َ ﻑ
َ ﻭﻑ َﻭ َﻣ ْﻐ ِﻔ َﺮﺓ ٌ َﺧﻴ ٌْﺮ ِﻣ ْﻦ
ﻏ ِﻨ ﱞ
ﺎﺱ َﻭ َﻻ ﻳُﺆْ ِﻣ ُﻦ ِﺑ ﱠ
ِ ﺻﺪَﻗَﺎ ِﺗ ُﻜ ْﻢ ِﺑ ْﺎﻟ َﻤ ِّﻦ َﻭ ْﺍﻷَﺫَﻯ َﻛﺎﻟﱠﺬِﻱ ﻳُ ْﻨ ِﻔ ُﻖ َﻣﺎﻟَﻪُ ِﺭﺋ َﺎ َء ﺍﻟﻨﱠ
ِOﺎ
َ ( ﻳَﺎﺃَﻳﱡ َﻬﺎ ﺍﻟﱠﺬِﻳ َﻦ ﺁ َﻣﻨُﻮﺍ َﻻ ﺗُﺒ ِْﻄﻠُﻮﺍ263) َﺣ ِﻠﻴ ٌﻢ
ﺴﺒُﻮﺍ َﻭ ﱠ ُ َﻻ
َ ﻋﻠَﻰ
َ َﺻ ْﻠﺪًﺍ َﻻ ﻳَ ْﻘﺪ ُِﺭﻭﻥ
َ ﺍﻥ
َ ﺷ ْﻲءٍ ﻣِ ﱠﻤﺎ َﻛ
َ ُﺻﺎﺑَﻪُ َﻭﺍﺑِ ٌﻞ ﻓَﺘ ََﺮ َﻛﻪ
َ َ ﻋﻠَ ْﻴ ِﻪ ﺗ ُ َﺮﺍﺏٌ ﻓَﺄ
َ َﻭ ْﺍﻟﻴَ ْﻮ ِﻡ ْﺍﻵﺧِ ِﺮ ﻓَ َﻤﺜَﻠُﻪُ َﻛ َﻤﺜ َ ِﻞ
ٍ ﺻ ْﻔ َﻮ
(274)...(264) َﻳَ ْﻬﺪِﻱ ْﺍﻟﻘَ ْﻮ َﻡ ْﺍﻟﻜَﺎﻓِ ِﺮﻳﻦ
This discussion shall be under the following topics:
• The meaning and importance of charity (Infaq)
• Terms and conditions of infaq
• Things that can be given out in charity
• Mode of giving charity
If you recall, in our discussion on the conditions for being pious in PART ONE (1),
we pointed out that there are two main acts of worship that one must observe, viz:
“maintaining prayer at regular times and giving charity of what Allah has blessed
one with to the poor.”
We did also indicate that there are some words that are most often mentioned
alongside others in the Qur’an. Among these are SALAT and ZAKAT/ INFAQ
which are mentioned together about 27 times. Whereas “maintaining prayer”
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symbolizes all forms of service to Allah, “giving out charity” represents all other
acts that one has to do towards building his relationship with other men.
The Meaning and Importance of Charity
From this preamble, charity or infaq can be defined as any financial sacrifice meant
to benefit other persons. It includes zakat, khums, kafarat, Waqf, Wasiya among
others. There are several verses that discuss the importance of charity. However, for
want of time we shall mention only three verses.
Firstly, the verse containing the analogy of seed epitomizes the importance of Infaq.
It reads: “The similitude of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is that
of a grain which grows seven ears, and in every ear are a hundred grains. Allah
multiplies several folds for whomsoever He wishes, and Allah is Oft-bounteous,
All-knowing. [Al-Baqarah 261]
This verse records the minimum reward that the benevolent receive for giving
charity; that is, 700-fold blessing. The verse continues: “Allah multiplies several
folds for whomsoever He wishes”, thus making the exact reward that one receives
unknown to any creature. More so, the blessings of charity are both in this world
and in the Hereafter.
Secondly, in itemizing the qualities of a ‘muttaqi’ (pious), the Qur’an states; “And
those who maintain prayer, and spend out of what We have provided for them.” By
this, infaq is made a criterion for being a pious person. In fact, it is also the decisive
factor for being "most pious" as contained in the verses: “most pious is he who
gives his wealth to purify himself.” [Al-Layl 17 & 18] The word “atqaa” as used in
the verse is the superlative form of pious. This means that by maintaining a healthy
and good relationship with people, you attain the highest level of piety.
Thirdly, to signify its (infaq) importance, the phrase “Jihad with property” is
mentioned alongside “Jihad with self” in eleven (11) verses of the Quran. However,
in ten (10) of those verses, "Jihad with property" is mentioned before "Jihad with
self". For example, “Surely those who believed and fled (their homes) and struggled
hard in Allah’s way with their property and their selves…” [Al-Anfal 72]. This
clearly shows how important infaq is.
Terms and Conditions of Infaq
By terms and conditions, I mean that which will make one’s infaq acceptable by
Allah. There are four terms and conditions contained in the verses under discussion:
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First Condition: The infaq must be in the way of Allah [Al-Baqarah 261, 262 and
264]. The “way of Allah” has a wide meaning in the Qur'an. It is not limited to
building of mosques or helping the poor as many people think. It includes working
to defend and ensure the safety and security of your country and its vulnerable
members, taking care of the home, feeding the poor, etc. [Al-Baqarah 274].
Second Condition: It should not be followed with reproachful reminders of favors
done, such as: Am I not the one who helped you? Had it not been because of me
would you have had anything to eat? Wouldn’t you have been poorer? and the like.
According to the Qur’an such words nullify one’s charity [Al-Baqarah 262 and
264.]
Third Condition: It should not be followed with derision or affront. Hurting the
feeling of the poor does not only cause the rejection of one’s charity by Allah, but
also makes one guilty of a great sin. Thus, in a situation where one has nothing to
give out, uttering a kind comforting word suffices. Allah says: “An honorable word
with pardon is better than a charity followed by affront.” [Al-Baqarah 262, 263 and
264]
Last Condition: The fourth condition is to not make a public show of it (Riya’).
The Qur’an says if you wish to spend, let it be solely for the sake of Allah and not
for praises from the public. The Quran makes a distinction between two types of
charity with an interesting and instructive analogy. Imagine that a little soil is
gathered on a great rock, and some plants vegetate on the soil. Well, it is known that
these plants cannot grow into large trees and be fruitful because they have no strong
foundation. Their lives are thus short. If a heavy rain comes, everything is ruined. It
washes away the soil as well as the plants. No benefit can be made of it because the
land is not suitable. That is the similitude of the person who gives charity just for
the public show of it.
The above scenario cannot be compared to someone who `gives charity solely as
devotion to Allah. The similitude of he who gives as devotion to Allah is like a
fertile well-situated which has constant rainfall. Regardless of the volume of
rainfall, the land is irrigated. Heavy rainfall does not cause it any destruction
whatsoever. Here, you have plants and a large garden of different fruits. [AlBaqarah 264, 265].
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These two examples clearly show us that any act of benevolence done with the
intent of attracting empty praise from people, attracts no blessing in the sight of
Allah.
Things That Can Be Given Out In Charity
For anything to qualify as a charity item and be accepted by Allah it must first of all
َ  ) ﺃَﻧ ِﻔﻘُﻮﺍْ ِﻣﻦ. Secondly, it
be a halal thing earned through lawful means (ﺴ ْﺒﺘ ُ ْﻢ
ِ ﻁﻴِّﺒَﺎ
َ ﺕ َﻣﺎ َﻛ
should be something you are fond of and interested in. The index for measuring this
is whether when you’re given that same thing you will gladly accept it or do so
۟ ﻀ
ٓ ﺎﺧﺬِﻳ ِﻪ ِﺇ ﱠ
reluctantly or reject it outrightly. ( ۚ ﻮﺍ ِﻓﻴ ِﻪ
ُ ﻻ ﺃَﻥ ﺗ ُ ْﻐ ِﻤ
ِ b) َﻭﻟَ ْﺴﺘُﻢ ﺑِـ. This condition is
meant to protect the respect and dignity of the poor. Giving out worthless items is
considered as insulting to the poor, which is a great sin.
Mode of Charity
Another Qur'anic Discussion about giving charity is the "Mode of Charity". This
refers to how charity is given or should be given. The Quran mentions different
modes for different intents and purposes. For example, the Quran says when you
want to give alms, it should be moderate [25:67]. Priority must be given to those
who have sacrificed in the cause of Allah and got impoverished thereby [2:273],
Relatives must be given priority [24:22] and so on. Here, in these verses the Quran
makes reference to an important question about the mode and customs of charity.
Perhaps this question sometimes comes to your mind. When we want to do charity,
is it better to do it in the open or secretly?
Here, and in other cases like [13:22 and 35:19] the Quran praises both ways and
indicates that charity (infaq) can be given either in secret or openly. Each has its
benefits and results, and you can give out in both ways.
While open charity is an invitation and encouragement to people to emulate this
kind gesture; secret charity connotes sincerity and purity in giving, and also
preserves the dignity of the poor. Since the foundation of religion is sincerity, Allah
says that secret charity is more preferred. “If you disclose your charities, that is
well, but if you hide them (and give) to the poor that is better for you.” [Al-Baqarah
271]
We, therefore, beseech Allah to help us and give us “taufiq” to be among munfiqiin.
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ﺿـﺎﻧﺎ ﺑـِﺎﻟﻘـُـﺮﺁﻥ،
ﻮﺭﻧـــَﺎﺑﺎﻟﻘـُــﺮﺁﻥَ ،ﻭ ِ
ﺃﺷﻒ َﻣ َﺮ َ
ﺃَﻟﻠ ُﻬ َﻢ ﻧـ َ ّ ِﻮﺭﻗـ ُ ُﻠﻮﺑَﻨــَﺎ ﺑﺎﻟﻘـــُﺮﺁﻥَ ،ﻭﺯَ ﻳّــِـﻦ ﺃَﺧﻼﻗـَﻨﺎﺑـِﺎﻟﻘُﺮﺁﻥَ ،ﻭﺃَﺻ ِﻠـﺢ ﺍ ُ ُﻣ َ
ﺴـﺎ
ﺴـﺎ َﻭﺃﻧﻴ ً
ﺃَﻟﻠ ُﻬ َﻢ ﺃﺟﻌَ ِﻞ ﺍﻟﻘـُﺮﺁﻥ ﻟَﻨـَﺎ ﻓِـﯽ ﺍﻟﺪُﻧﻴَﺎ ﻗَـ َ ِﺮﻳﻨـًﺎ َﻭﻓـِﯽ ﺃﻟﻘـَﺒﺮ ُﻣـﻮﻧِـ ً
ﻭﺻﻞ ﺍﻟﻠﻬﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﷴ ﻭﺁﻟﻪ ﺍﻷﻁﻬﺎﺭ
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